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TIIE HOME OF SHAKSPERE. 


From tho houso whcro Shakspcro was born lo 
the placo where he obtained bis "small Latin and 


less Greek," is but a short distance. The Gram• 
mar School, of which the following engraving is 



an exterior view, is situated in llio High Street, 
beside the Chapel of tho Guild, or of the Holy 
Cross, a good specimen of tho ecclesiastical arclii* 
lecture of the reign of Henry Vlf. In this chnpcl, 
at one time, the school was held, and hero Shak- 


spere may havo imbibed some portion of his 
learning. Tho foundnfton of the Grammar 
School took place in the reign of Edward IV. 

The Latin scboal-room, delineated below, is 
situated over tho old Guildhall. It is a perfectly 



plain room, with a low plaster ceiling; but from those above the modrrn plaster, to which the 
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well os from the external appcaranco of the 
deeply-pitched roof, there can he little douht that 
on open limber roof originally decorated this 
apartment. 

The Mathematical school-room beside it—re¬ 
presented in tho lower engraving on the preced¬ 
ing page—has a flat roof, crossed by two beams 
of tho Tudor era; and in the centre of the roof, 
where they meet each other', is a circular orna¬ 
ment or boss. Tho school has been recently 
repaired, nnd it has entirely lost its look of an¬ 
tiquity. A few years ngo there were many very 
old desks nnd forms there, and one among them 
was termed Shakspcre's desk. Wo engrave a 
representation of it. The tradition which as¬ 



signed it to Shakspcro may be very questionable; 
its being tho oldest and in tho worst condition 
may hnvo been the reason for such nn appropria¬ 
tion. Tho boys of the school very generally car¬ 
ried away some portion of it ns n memento, and 
tho rclic-hunicrs frequently behaved ns boyishly, 
so that n great portion of the old wood has been 
abstracted. 

Tho court-ynrd of the school presented many 
features of interest, but tho hand of modern 
"improvement” has swept them away. On a 
visit to Stratford eight years ngo, the author ob¬ 
tained tho following sketch. The scltbols were 
at that timo approached by an antique external 
stair, roofed with tile, nnd up which the boys 
had ascended from tho time of Shakspcro. This 
characteristic feature has passed away; its only 
record is the cut given below. Tho court-yard 
has been subdivided and walled, nnd the original 
character of this portion of the building has de¬ 
parted forever. 

for the mementos of Shnkspere’s later life, 
wo must look in the neighborhood of Sttatford. 
Tradition assigns adventures and visits to many 



places in its vicinity, but tho most important 
locality with which his name is connected, is tho 
Park of Sir Thomas Lucy, at Charlecoto. 

This was tho sceno of his deer-stealing adven¬ 
tures, which led, says tradition, to his quarrel 
with Sir Thomas, to a lampoon by the poet, 
which occasioned him to leavo Stratford for Lon¬ 
don in greater haste than he wished, and pro¬ 
duced his connection with the theatres. Of 
these tales we must speak farther on. Out first 
let ue say a few words on this ancient mnneion. 

Dugdnlc has given tho history of Charlecoto 
and its lords with much minuteness. It is men¬ 
tioned in Domesday Book, nnd its old Saxon 
name, Ceorlcole —tho homo of the husbandman— 
carries us back to years before the Conquest. 
The present house was built in 1558 by Thomas 


Lucy, who in 1593 was knighted by Queen 
Elizabeth. It stands at a short distance front, 
and at somo little clevntion above, the river 
Avon. Tho building forms three sides of n 
quadrangle, the fourth being occupied by a band- 
some central gate-house, some distance in ad- 
vaneo of tho main building. The octangular 
turrets on each side, and the oriel window over 
the gale, are peculiar nnd pleasing features. The 
house retains its gables and angular towers, hut 
has sulTcrcd from tho introduction of tho large 
and heavy snslt-windows of the time of William 
III. or Gcorgo I. In Thomas’s edition of Dug- 
dale's Waneickthire, published in 1730, there is 
an interesting “ East prospect of Chnrlecote,” 
drawn by H. Beighton in 1723, which gives a 
curious bird's eye viow of the entire house and 
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gardens in their original state — that is, in tho reduced copy of this view is here given. There 
suite in v/hich Shakspere would eeo them. A is another view, showing the back of the house 
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from (lie river, preserved in tho hnll, nnd which 
nppears to have been painted about the reign of 
James II, It shows tho building to have been 
at that time precisely in tho same condition; and 
ns all modernization has affected tho interior 
principally, the exterior aspect is now much tho 
same as it was in the days of tho poet. 

Passing through the old gate, we enter tho 
court-yard, which, in place of the old fountain 
and circular tank of water, is now laid out in 
tiower-beds. The hull is entered by a porch, 
having the family arms and crest at each angle. 
We give below a view of the interior as it is now. 
It has undergone alterations since Washington 
Irving thus described it in hisS&rtrA Book —“The 
ceiling is arched and lofty; and at ono end is a 
gallery, in which stands an organ. The weapons 
and trophies of the chase, which formerly adorn¬ 
ed the hall of a country gentleman, have made 
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w6y for family poriraits. There is a wide hos¬ 
pitable fire-place, calculated for an ample old- 
fashioned wood-fire, formerly the rallying place 
of winter festivity. On tho opposite sido of tho 
hall is the huge Gothic bow-window with stono 
shafts, which looks out upon the court-yard. 
Hero are emblazoned, in stained glass, the arm¬ 
orial bearings of the Lucy family for many gene¬ 
rations, somo being dated in 1558. I was do- 
lighted to observo in tho quarterings tho three 
white luces, by which tho character of Sir Tho¬ 
mas was first identified with that of Juslico Shal¬ 
low." 

Tho seal__ 


threo whito 
luces inter- ■■ 
laced. Tho autograph is 
written in a bold hand. 
Our cut is reduced to one- 
half the size of the origi¬ 
nal. The document from 
which it is obtained is in 
the possession of Mr. Wha¬ 
ler, of Stratford-on-Avon, 
and is spponded to the pre¬ 
sentation of the Rev. Rich¬ 
ard Hill to the Rectory of 
Hampton Lucy, in the gift 
of Sir Thomas, and is dated 
October 8th, 1586. Upon 
the vanes of the house at 



of Sir Tho- 
mas Lucy, 
hero on- 
graved, ox- T 
h i b i t s tho * 





Chsrlecote, the three luces interlaced between 
cross crosslets are also displayed. An engraving 
of one of these vanes may be seen in Moulo’s 


Heraldry of Fith, p. 55, who says—“ Tho pike 
of tho fisherman is the luce of heraldry, a name 
derived from the old French language lui, or 
from the Latin luciutt as a charge, it was very 
early used by heralds as a pun upon the name of 
Lucy." 

Tho deer-stoaling story, unlike n matter of fact, 
has grown to bo moro defined and clear the nearer 
it approaches our own timo. It first commences 
by traditionary stories loosely put down and ex¬ 
ceedingly inaccurate in detail. Mention is made 
of a lost ballad satirizing Sir Thomas. By and 
by a stanza is found, and ultimately we get the 
entire ballad, about as scurrilous and worthless a 
composition as ever forger fixed on a great man. 
Shakspere may have stolon a deer, and Sir Tho¬ 
mas may have treated tho matter a little more 
seriously than was generally the wont with those 
who only judged of othors' properly; but the vin¬ 
dictiveness and ill-feeling of tho wholo story are 
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sidercd as careful portraits. That of the knight 
has been given by Ireland, but hie copy has no 
resemblance to the original. The cut we have 
just given is a more careful copy of a finer head 
than any Justico Shallow could show. That Sir 


Thomas had an equally fine heart, the epitaph on 
the black slab in the recess at the back of his tomb 
will Bhow. Ilia wife's virtues are recorded on it 
in a very touching and beautiful inscription. 

(To be continued.) 
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